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Gateshead 
swimmers 
in synch for 
pool success
LIFE is anything but routine for the 
North East’s only synchronised swim-
ming club as it continues to go from 
strength to strength.

Gateshead Synchronised Swim-
ming Club has splashed out on more 
medal glory so far this year, adding 
to its growing reputation as a highly-
successful club at both regional and 
national level.

In the Yorkshire Spring competi-
tion in Knottingley, Gateshead made 
waves by winning 14 gold and five sil-
ver medals as well as clinching the top 
club trophy award. 

One of these golds was for the 12 
and  under team competition.

Before that, Gateshead competed 
at the NE/NW Multi-Regional Novice 
Competition, also in Knottingley,  and 
claimed five gold, six silver and two 
bronze medals.

Most recently, club swimmers trav-
elled to the the Warwickshire/Staf-
fordshire Age Group Championships 
in Rugby.

The 19 and under team took second 
place in their competition and one of 
the club’s swimmers gained  two  sil-
vers and a bronze medal for her solo 
performance. 

Rachel Lee and Chloe McLelland 
represented the City of Leeds at the 
British Championships in May at 

Gloucester while Pru Hubbard has 
been selected again this year to train 
as part of the 12 and under Regional 
Beacon Squad.

However, there is no time for club 
swimmers to rest on their laurels as 
they will take the plunge in more com-
petitions this autumn.

These include the NE/NW Multi-
Regionals in Sheffield on September 
26, the Yorkshire Autumn Competi-
tion in Spenborough on October 4 
and the  Scottish National Age Groups 
in Glasgow on October 24 and 25.

They will be followed by the Na-
tional Age Groups in Gloucester from 
December 4-6.

Club welfare officer Andy Hubbard 
said: “We cater for swimmers from 
novice to national level.

“ Currently we have 37 swimmers 
at the club comprising novice, junior, 
senior, masters and joint members.

“We have two teams at 12 and under 
and 19 and under, both made up of 10 
swimmers. 

“As well as competing in the team 
events we also have swimmers who 
compete in solo and duet competii-
tons.

“Twelve of our swimmers have so 
far this year passed the ASA’s York-

shire grades one and two and eight  
have passed the ASA’s skill levels as-
sessments ranging from skill level one 
to skill level four.”

Three of Gateshead’s swimmers  - 
Lee, McLelland and Hubbard  - travel 
to Leeds every weekend after being 
chosen to train with The City of Leeds 
Synchro Club, the north’s regional de-
velopment club. 

Lee was part of the England syn-
chronised swimming squad which 
won the Opijeka Invitational Cup in 
Croatia last year. 

The team beat off the challenge of 
seven other European teams to claim 

the prestigious cup after gaining the 
top marks in the team routine event.

It was the first time Lee had repre-
sented her country.

She and McLelland were also part of 
an elite junior squad which medalled 
in every event it entered at last year’s 
Scottish National Age Group Champi-
onships in Glasgow.

The club held a taster session earlier 
this summer  for swimmers to try out 
the sport.

Hubbard added: “It was very suc-
cessful.

“Eighteen swimmers attended and 
eight new swimmers have begun our 

10-week beginners’ course. We are 
planning on holding another taster 
session in October.”

Hubbard and his daughter Pru will 
cycle the 135-mile Coast to Coast 
route on August 25 to help raise funds 
for pool hire and much-needed club 
costumes. 

To sponsor them, go to www.go-
fundme.com/bsxbfo. 

The club are also looking for spon-
sors who can help with new club kit, 
underwater speakers, underwater 
video equipment or items the club 
can raffle or auction. E-mail gsscfun-
draising@gmail.com.
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